Attachment 3
Introduction of Menglianggu Campaign and Related Historical Materials
1. Introduction of the campaign 

Menglianggu campaign, from 13th to 16th May 1947, is a large-scale annihilation battle happened in Menglianggu Mountain Mengyin county Shandong province. Under the command of Chen Yi, Su Yu and Tan Zhenlin, East China Field Army wiped out division 74 of KMT reorganized troop that is known as “the head of five main forces”, killed enemy lieutenant general division commander Zhang Lingfu, damaged their reinforcements and killed, injured and captured enemies of 32 thousand. This campaign is the first time that East China Field Army has large-scale frontal struggle with enemies. It is the critical campaign of breaking the attack of KMT to Shandong liberation area and of changing the war situation of East China. It is a glorious campaign in the history of Chinese Liberation War.

Since March 1947, Jiang army group concentrated its arm force to attack Northern Shanxi and Shandong. In the battle field of Shandong, the enemies rallied 450 thousand soldiers attempting to have a final battle in Mid Shandong or force our army to cross to the north bank of Yellow river. According to the instruction of Central Military Committee and comrade Mao Zedong, East China Field Army apply to the policy of carefully biding our time, misled the enemy and concentrated the army force to break the enemy’s central breakthrough.

The campaign began on 13th, columns 1, 4, 6, 8 and 9 of our army carried out the task of encircling and annihilating, while columns 2, 3, 7 and 10 carried out the task of holding off the enemy’s reinforcement. After enemy’s division 74 encircled by our army, Jiang Jieshi believed it was good time to have a final battle. Therefore, he ordered Zhang Lingfu, the commander of division 74, to firmly entrench to attract our army. Meanwhile, he ordered the reinforcements to draw close to division 74, attempting to attack from both inside and outside. At this time, division 74 is surrounded by five columns of East China Field Army, while East China Field Army is encircled by 10 reorganized divisions of KMT. On 15th, East China Field Army launched a general offensive. The attack force rushed and attacked from all directions. The battle situation is unusually fierce. East China Field Army shouted the slogan of “wipe out division 74, capture Zhang Lingfu alive”. On 16th, each column of our army rushed to enemies and annihilated division 74 completely.

2. Diary of the Campaign

13th: The earthshaking Menglianggu campaign began in the evening. Division 3 column 1 attacked and occupied Caozhuang and its northern highlands, approached to Mengyin, which formed a strong resistance to enemy’s division 65. The main force of this column attacked and occupied Mountain Huangdouding and Moutain Yao, destroyed section 1 division 25 (main force of the enemy retreated to Taoxu). The columns 4 and 9 also attacked enemies and occupied Huangluzhai, Foshan, Mamuchi and Suijiadian. Column 6 rushed from southwest to northeast of Tongshi, and in the morning of 14th arrived at Guanshang and Baibu that is more than 20 km southwest of Duozhuang.

14th: In the morning, column 1 kept on attacking enemies, occupied Hamagu, Mountain Tianma and Jiepai which cut off enemy’s contacts between division 74 and division 25, and occupied highland 285, highland 330 and Dashanchang which cut off enemy’s new road to move north from Duozhuang. Column 8 bore back enemy’s Section 1 division 83 that invading Yiwen village and the areas on its south, destroyed enemy’s search camp at Shouren village, and in the morning occupied Mountain Taohua, Mountain Leishi and Mountain Bizi which cut off enemy’s contacts between division 74 and division 83. Section 1 column 8 occupied Hengshan and Laomaowo southeast of Menglianggu. By then, the situation of division 74 encircled by our army has generally formed.

When discovering enemy retreating south, our army seized the opportunity to attack immediately. Until the dawn of 15th, column 6 occupied Duozhuang with the help of section 1 column 1. Column 8 occupied mountain Wanquan. Connections are established among these three columns. Our army completely encircled enemies and formed a strong resistance to enemy’s division 25 and 83. In the mean time, column 4 and 9 approached to Tangjiayuzi and Zhaojiachengzi and once occupied Dangyang and Diaowo. By then, enemy’s division 74 and regiment 57 division 83 were encircled by our army in highland 205, Menglianggu and Lushan area.

15th: At 13 o’clock, through adjusting deployment, our army launched a general offensive and attack fiercely from all directions. The enemy struggled to resist, but gradually could not sustain. They attempted to open a way from the south, west and east to break through the encirclement, but in vain. Suffering heavy casualties, the enemy was forced to retreat to highland 520, Lushan and Diaowo.

16th: At daybreak, our army launched the final attack to division 74 and places that Zhang Lingfu was occupying, Menglianggu, Lushan and so on. The fight lasted to the morning. Diaowo, highland 520 and 540 were occupied successively.

In the afternoon, our army launched a general attack to the last fortified point---Lushan. Various artilleries and grenades are thrown to enemy’s camp from all directions. The mountains were full of smoke, fire and gunpowder. The sound of trumpet, gunshots mingled with the shouts and cries. Our armies fell upon to Lushan like a ton of bricks. They quickly cleared the foothills and mountainside, separated enemies into pieces and killed them piece by piece. Spy corps of column 6 firstly break through the west of Menglianggu, went straight to the cave, the seat of the command post of division 74. Desperate Zhang Lingfu urgently ordered the chief of staff Wei Zhenyue to lead 1000 soldiers to resist attack.

Our spy corps rushed forward and then was driven off. Again and again, enemy’s section 1 was annihilated, the major part was captured and the chief of the staff was captured alive. They seized the opportunity to approach to the cave where the command post seated. Instructor of company 3 battalion 1 Shao Hanyu rushed in the front. Wounded seriously, he led soldiers rushed to the cave and in the entrance of the cave, they met more than 100 of enemy’s soldiers rushing out. Through fierce fighting with enemies, Shao sacrificed himself. The other soldiers of company 3 were flied into a rage; they killed enemies and controlled the entrance of the cave. After the following army arrived, they concentrated the firepower and fiercely shot into the cave. The sounds of shouts and cries came out from the inside of the cave. Our soldiers quickly rushed into the cave and saw dead bodies and bloods all over the ground. Zhang Lingfu had died.
When the flag of our army was put on the top of Menglianggu Mountain, Comrade Chenyi, Suyu and Tanzhenlin immediately ordered the columns to check the number of annihilated enemies. According to the statistics, there was a great difference between the number of annihilated enemies and that of division 74. Through further searching, more than 7000 enemies were found hiding in the lower place between Menglianggu and highland 600, taking the advantage of the weather condition of cloudy and poor visibility. Another attack was launched. Until 16 o’clock, division 74 and regiment 57 division 83 were completely annihilated. Division commander Zhang Lingfu, vice commander Cai Renjie, brigadier Lu Xing and Ming Can were all killed. By then, Menglianggu campaign was over.

3. Historical significance

This campaign not only annihilated enemy’s strongest army, set up a model of applying the method of suppressing from two sides and breaking through in the center, but also broke Jiang Jieshi’s plan in Shangdong liberation area. Therefore, it has great influence and far-reaching historical significance. First, it broke KMT’s plan of “intensive attack” in Shandong liberation area and changed the battle situation of east China. Second, it greatly shocked Jiang army group, and damaged the moral of enemy army. Third, it inspired the fighting spirit of our army and the people in liberation areas and strengthened our confidence of victory. Since this campaign, our army started to seize the initiative of the war.

